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Tarkett Introduces New Modular Carpet styles, Velocity 
and LightSpeed by Tandus Centiva 

SOLON, Ohio (June 13, 2016) – Tarkett, a global leader in innovative flooring 

and sports surface solutions, is excited to introduce two new Tandus Centiva designs by 

Jhane Barnes, Velocity and LightSpeed, centered around an elite Dynex® yarn. This 

exclusive yarn was born from an exercise in revisiting manufacturing techniques from 

years past.  

When Jhane was challenged to create new styles featuring this yarn, she pulled from her 

extensive career in men’s fashion for inspiration.  Velocity and LightSpeed offer a new 

approach to the ancient printing and weaving technique, ikat. The ikat resist dyeing 

process uses skeins of yarn that are tightly wrapped to resist dye, creating a distinctive 

look when the yarn is woven. Jhane was moved to create a modern version of this 

technique on the jacquard loom.  

Neutral color lines were developed to make the metallic yarn pop. The texture of the 

design is created by tipshearing the highest pile, allowing a stunning pattern to emerge. 

The cut ends of the specialty yarn are drastically darker than the side loop, creating the 

high contrast that defines the pattern.  

Velocity is comprised of a single Dynex yarn. This composite yarn starts with a very small 

fiber bundle; less than half the size of typical carpet yarn. The cross section provides a 

very high luster when viewing the side and reads very dark, almost black, on the cut ends 

where it is tipsheared. The filaments are knitted into a sock where silver and gold color is 

applied, and the knitting process creates texture and volume within the yarn bundle. The 

high luster space dye fiber combines with other solid Dynex solution dyed components in 

a cable twist fashion to generate the perfect amount of sheen, resulting in a finished yarn 

that is a beautiful tribute to the craftsmanship of the past. 

LightSpeed uses the same unique yarn with three additional yarn colors to accent the 

undulating movement. It isn’t tipsheared, making it more durable for high traffic areas.  

Both Velocity and LightSpeed are available in 9” x 36” and 18” x 36” modular tiles. The 

combination of the specialty yarn and the advanced modern tufting capabilities elevates 

Velocity and LightSpeed to pay homage to the past while embracing 21st century 

technology with the combination of the specialty yarn and advanced modern tufting 

capabilities. 

For more information on Velocity and LightSpeed or the entire portfolio of Tarkett 
products, visit www.tarkettna.com.  
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With net sales of 2.7 billion euros in 2015, Tarkett is a global leader in innovative and 
sustainable solutions for flooring and sports surfaces. Offering a wide range of products 
including vinyl, linoleum, carpet, rubber, wood & laminate, synthetic turf and athletic 
tracks, the Group serves customers in more than 100 countries worldwide. With 12,000 

employees and 34 industrial sites, Tarkett sells 1.3 million square meters of flooring every 
day, for hospitals, schools, housing, hotels, offices, stores and sports fields. Committed 
to sustainable development, the Group has implemented an eco-innovation strategy and 
promotes circular economy. Tarkett is listed on Euronext Paris (compartment A, ticker 
TKTT, ISIN: FR0004188670). www.tarkett.com.  
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