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OUR NEWLY INSTALLED TARKETT FLOORING HAS REINVIGORATED OUR WELL SHELL 
FACILITY. IT IS EXTREMELY DURABLE, AND OUR FACILITIES AND MEDICAL TEAMS ARE 

DELIGHTED WITH ITS PERFORMANCE AND HOW EASY IT IS TO MAINTAIN.
- Allen McBroom 

Chief Operating Officer

he Painted Turtle is a member of the SeriousFun Children’s 

Network founded by actor Paul Newman. The network’s 

30 camps and programs are considered the world’s finest 

multi-disease medical camps and programs, having served 

more than 732,000 children and family members in over 50 

countries and throughout 5 continents. The Painted Turtle, 

comprised of a 173-acre site with a state-of-the-art medical 

facility called the Well Shell, is located just north of Los Angeles 

in Lake Hughes, California.

Prior to opening in 2004, The Painted Turtle collaborated with 

the California Children’s Hospital Association, Center for Child 

Health Outcomes, and Family Voices to assess the need for a 

medical specialty camp in California. The study found that there 

were 17,000 underserved children with chronic illnesses across 

the state that would significantly benefit from a positive camp 

experience—it would help them develop the skills and build the 

self-confidence necessary to achieve their highest potential and 

reclaim their childhood. Each year, the camp identifies more 

children with increasingly complex medical conditions who 

would benefit from the programs and create sessions that safely 

accommodate all of their needs.

The Painted Turtle children are from all ethnic, racial, and socio-

economic backgrounds. Campers come from Northern, Central, 

and Southern California and surrounding areas. More than 40% 

of campers are from low-income households, and nearly 50% are 

of minority ethnicities.

The Painted Turtle opened its doors in 2004, and the facilities 

have now experienced over ten years of normal wear and tear. In 

order to maintain a high level of safety standards for the campers 

and their families, they are constantly looking at ways to improve, 

adapt, and update the facilities. One building on campus that 

was in particular need of attention was the onsite medical facility, 

the Well Shell.  A highly-trafficked area, the Well Shell is the most 

vital piece of the site as it allows these fragile campers to attend 

an overnight camp.   Due to defects in the original construction, 

the Well Shell experienced some significant water damage. 

Though the leaks causing the damage were fixed in 2011 and 

2012, the damage itself remained. Given the amount of time that 

has passed since the opening and the residual water damage,  

the organization felt as though it was time for a renovation. 

The founder, Page Adler, was the interior designer for the project 

and had a very specific vision for the renovation. She wanted the 

new floor’s look to be consistent with the rest of the camp without 

sacrificing safety or durability. 

Regardless of who is visiting camp (whether they are a camper, 

family member, volunteer, medical professional, donor, or guest), 
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PROJECT FACTS:

Country: USA

City: Lake Hughes, California

Type of Project: Renovation

Installation Period: December 2016

Total Flooring Surface Installed: 7,100 sq. ft.

Products Installed: I.D. FreedomTM LVT

the first building that they visit after driving through the front 

gates is the Well Shell. Because it is where everyone checks in 

upon arrival, its appearance is fundamental in conveying the 

spirit of the program to those who may be attending camp for 

the first time. Campers and families have always been greeted 

by a facility that appropriately reflects the high quality of care and 

support that they will receive during their time at camp, and now 

the flooring is on par with the rest of the state-of-the-art facilities.

Furthermore, the importance of a level floor for individuals with 

mobility issues cannot be overstated. Previously, parts of the 

floor bubbled up and presented unnecessary safety and mobility 

concerns for the campers. This is now no longer an issue, as the 

floor is smooth and even throughout the entire building.

The new Tarkett ID FreedomTM LVT has significantly improved 

maintenance of the Well Shell. The previous flooring was made 

of cork and tended to collect moisture, whereas the Tarkett 

flooring is very easy to mop and clean, and is also more durable. 

The full-time staff who work in the Well Shell are delighted with 

the look and performance of the Tarkett flooring. They are so 

eager to show it off to new visitors and love how it is more 

consistent with the overall look of camp. There is no doubt that 

the installation of the new Well Shell floor has impacted the 

entire organization. 

The Painted Turtle’s Chief Operating Officer, Allen McBroom, 

summed up their sentiments well when he shared, “Our newly 

installed Tarkett flooring has reinvigorated our Well Shell facility. 

It is extremely durable, and our Facilities and Medical teams are 

delighted with its performance and how easy it is to maintain. Its 

appearance is now much more in line with the rest of camp, and 

it has given us a new foundation from which we can provide 

medical care to our campers and families.”

For more information about The Painted Turtle and how you can get 

involved, please visit their website at www.thepaintedturtle.org
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